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RESOLUTIONS 


or    THE 


LEGISLATURE     OF    NEW    YORK, 


RELATIVE    TO    THE 


DEATH  OP  THE  LATE  PRESIDENT 


OF    THE 


UNITED    STATES. 


STATE    OF    NEW-YORK. 


Executive  Department, 

Albany,  April  IQth,  1841. 
Sir:  ' 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State,  I  communicate  their  proceedings  on  receiving 
the  afflicting  intelligence  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient-servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
His  Excellency, 

The  Governor  of  Maryland. 


RESOLUTIONS,  &c. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Ix  Senate,  .Ipril  6fh,  1841, 

Tuesday,  10  o"* clock,  ..5.  JM. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
A  message  from  his  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  bv 
his  Private  Secretary,  was  received  and  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Executive  Chamber. 
Albany,  .ipril  6fh.  1841. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE: 

It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the  Legislature 
the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  President  oi  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Such  an  event  would  at  any  time  be  a  national  calamity.  I:  i? 
a  trial  through  which  our  constitution  has  never  yet  passed.  But 
under  the  circumstances  now  attending  the  event,  it  cannot  fail  to ' 
he  reofarded  as  a  fearful  visitation  of  Divine  Providence.  The 
Chief  Magistrate  has  been  removed  at  the  very  commencement  of 
his  constitutional  term  of  public  service — at  a  moment  when  he 
was  preparing  to  meet  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  at  a 
session  called  in  an  extraordinary'  exigency  of  public  affairs — and 
in  a  crisis  which  demands  all  the  wisdom,  tirmness  and  patriotism 
of  our  rulers. 

It  becomes  us  as  a  people  to  humble  ourselves  before  Him  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  the  nations  of  the  earth;  to  ac- 
knowledge the  justice,  although  we  cannot  comprehend  the  wis- 
dom of  His  Providence,  and  to  implore  Him  that  the  favor  and 
protection  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  may  not  now  be  with- 
drawn. 


The  Legislature  will,  it  is  presumed,  adopt  some  form  for  the 
expression  of  the  sympathy  of  the  public  authorities  of  this  State 
with  their  fellow  citizens,  and  their  respect  for  the  deceased,  al- 
though all  must  feel  that  public  honors  are  as  unavailing  to  as- 
suage a  nation's  grief  as  they  are  superfluous  to  perpetuate  the 
wisdom  and  the  virtue  of  the  great  and  the  good. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President — 

The  overwhelming  intelligence  communicated  to  the  Senate 
by  the  message  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  already  sunk 
deep  in  the  heart  of  a  nation.  The  voice  of  gratulation  was  still 
sounding  in  the  ear  of  rejoicing  millions  when  the  knell  of  death 
strikes  its  alarm,  and  commands  us  to  consider  the  end  of  all  liv- 
ing. William  Henry  Harrison  is  no  more.  The  intrepid  warrior, 
the  patriotic  statesman,  the  polished  scholar,  the  benevolent  gen- 
tleman, the  poor  man's  friend,  the  humble  christian,  the  nation's 
choice,  is  no  more.  Associated  with  him  in  public  councils  I 
knew  his  worth,  appreciating  his  distinguished  services  I  joyfully 
contributed  to  illustrate  his  name  with  a  nation's  thanks.  That 
nation  manifested  its  gratitude  by  elevating  him  to  the  first  office 
among  men.  High  were  the  anticipations  justly  indulged  of  the 
future  benefits  he  would  bestow  upon  our  country.  An  inscruta- 
ble Providence  has  disappointed  our  hopes.  It  only  remains,  for 
the  sake  of  the  living,  to  manifest  our  sense  of  the  bereavement 
by  paying  due  honors  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead. 

A  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Assembly,  was  received  and 
1  ead  as  fellows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  ( if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  the  message  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  la- 
mented death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  be  referred  to  a  joint  committee  to  consist  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  and  five  members  of  the  Assembly,  to  take 
order  thereupon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  the  Assembly  in  its 
said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Furman,  be  the 
members  of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

And  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

In  Senate,  .^pril  1th,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourniuenr. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  orders  of  business  antecedent  to 
that  of  "reports  of  select  committees,"  belaid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  from  a  joint  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
mitted the  following 

REPORT: 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  to  which  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  Governor,  communicating  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
order  thereupon,  report: 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  referred  to 
them  and  respectfully  recommend  for  the  adoption  of  the  Legisla- 
ture the  following  preamble  and  reaolutions; 

It  having  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by  death  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  fourth  day  of  April  instant,  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  vState  of  New- York,  deeply  impress- 
ed by  this  most  painful  event,  anxious  to  testify  their  sympathy 
with  the  afHicled  family  of  the  deceased,  their,  sense  of  this 
mournful  and  hitherto  unexperienced  national  visitation,  and  to 
respond  in  a  suitable  manner  to  the  sentiments  of  profound  sor- 
row which  this  bereavement  is  adapted  to  awaken  in  every  bo- 
om, do 
-  Unanimously  Resolve,  ist.  That  the  death  of  our  fellow-citizen 
William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
midst  of  the  cares  and  duties  of  his  high  office,  is  a  great  nation- 
al calamity,  and  a  dispensation  of  Providence  appealing  in  the 
strongest  manner  to  the  affections  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  Legislature  and  people  of  this 
State  lament  this  melancholy  visitation,  and  deeply  sympathize 
with  them  on  this  solemn  occasion, 

2nd.  That  the  Chaplains  of  the  Legislature  are  requested  to 
select  one  of  their  number  to  deliver  an  appropriate  discourse  in 
the  Assembly  Chamber  befare  the  two  Houses  on  some  Sabbath 
during  the  present  session,  to  be  designated  by  him. 

3rd.  That  the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  be  shrouded  in  black,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  the  two  Houses  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mournins:  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

4th.  That  when  the  two  Houses  adjourn,  they  will  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Friday  next. 


bth  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
thereof  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  vs-idow  of  the  deceased, 
^vith  the  expression  of  the  warm  sympathy  of  this  Legislature  in 
her  affliction  and  the  bereavement  of  her  iamily. 

Mr.  President  put  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  said  report, 
Avhich  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Friday  next 
A  true  copv  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  on  Tuesday  and  AVednesday  the  sixth    and    seventh 
days  of  April,  18^11.  ^    BRADISH,  President 


Attested  by 

Samuel  G.  Andrews,   Clerk. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

In  Assembly,  .'ipril  6th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  Adjournment. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved, 
i  message  from\he  Governor,  delivered  by  his  Private  Secre- 
tary was  received  and  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Executive  Chamber, 

Albany,  Jpril  6ih,  1841. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE: 

It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  announce   to  ^^^  Leg^^^^^^^^ 
the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  President  of  the  Lnited 

^*  Such  an  event  would  at  any  time  be  a  national  calamity.     It  is 

tn.1  th^ouc^h  which  our  constitution  has  never  yet  passed.     But 

Tinier  the  cifcVmstances  now  attending  the  event,  it  cannot  fadto 

-  -^-t  ^^irS -^:7t  '^:ri:^^ 

Tersi^n^LTl^n^nextraotdinar;  exigency  of  public  affairs     and 
xfl  a  ens"  which  demands  all  the  wisdom,  firmness  and  patriotism 


o 


i  our  rulers. 


It  becomes  us  as  a  people  to  humble  ourselves  before  Him  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  to  ac- 
knowledge the  justice,  although  we  cannot  comprehend  the  wis- 
dom of  His  Providence,  and  to  implore  Him  that  the  favor  and 
protection  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  may  not  now  be  withdrawn. 

The  Legislature  will,  it  is  presumed,  adopt  some  form  for  the 
expression  of  the  sympathy  of  the  public  authorities  of  this  State 
with  their  fellow  citizens,  and  their  respect  for  the  deceased,  al- 
though all  must  feel  that  public  honors  are  as  unavailing  to  assauge 
a  Nation's  grief  as  they  are  superfluous  to  perpetuate  the  wisdom 
and  the  virtue  of  the  great  and  the  good. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holley, 

Resolved,  (  if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  the  message  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  communicating  the  intelligence  of  the 
lamented  death  ©f  William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  a  joint  committee  to  consist  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  and  five  members  of  the  Assembly,  to 
take  order  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  said  resolution  to  the 
Senate,  and  request  their  concurrence  in  il;e  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read,  informing 
that  they  have  concurred  with  the  House  in  the  above  resolution, 
and  have  appointed  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Furman,  to 
be  of  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holley,  Mr.  Hoffman,  Mr.  J.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Simmons,  be  of  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

And  then  on'motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow   morning  at  ten  o'clock. 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

In  Assembly,  Jljrril  1th,   184L 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Levings. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Holley  from  the  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  .nnd  Assem- 
bly, to  which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  Governor,  commu- 
nicating intelligence  of  the  lamented  death  of  William  Henry 
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Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States,  reported  and  offered  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House  ihe  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions:— 

It  having  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by  death  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  the  fourth  day  of  April  instant,  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New-York,  deeply  impress- 
ed by  this  most  painful  event,  anxious  to  testify  their  sympathy  with 
the  afflicted  family  of  the  deceased,  their  sense  of  this  mournful 
and  hitherto  unexperienced  national  visitation,  and  to  respond  in 
a  suitable  manner  to  the  sentiments  of  profound  sorrow  which  this 
bereavement  is  adapted  to  awaken  in  every  bosom,  do 

Unanimously  Resolve,  1st.  That  the  death  of  our  fellow-citizen 
WilUam  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
midst  of  the  cares  and  duties  of  his  high  office,  is  a  great  nation- 
al calamity,  and  a  dispensation  of  Providence  appealing  in  the 
strongest  manner  to  the  affections  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  Legislature  Snd  people  of  this 
State  lament  this  melancholy  visitation,  and  deeply  sympathize 
with  them  on  this  solemn  occasion.  <. 

'2nd.  That  the  Chaplains  of  the  Legislature  are  requested  to  se- 
lect one  of  their  number  to  deliver  an  appropriate  discourse  in  the 
Assembly  Chamber  before  the  two  Houses  on  some  Sabbath  during 
the  present  session,  to  be  designated  by  him. 

3rd.  That  the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  be  shrouded  in  black,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  the  two  Houses  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
mourning  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

4th.  That  when  the  two  Houses  adjourn,  they  will  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Friday  next. 

5th.  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  that  the  Governorberequested  to  transmit  copies 
thereof  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  several  States,  and  also  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased, 
with  the  expression  of  the  warm  sympathy  of  this  Legislature  in 
her  affiiction  and  the  bereavement  of  her  family. 

Mr.  Speaker  put  the  question  whether  the  House  would  agree 
with  the  committee  in  their  report  and  resolutions, 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Friday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

A  true  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  on 
the  sixth  and  seventh  days  of  A.pril,  1841. 

P.  B.  PORTER,  Jr.   Speaker. 
Attested  by 

Philander  B.  Prixdle,   Clerk. 
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